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Hunting With a House-
boat on the Gulf Coast.

SEASON'S SLAUGHTER OF DEER.

More Than 30,000 Killed in
Three States in a Month,

Southwestern Loulilana & Winter Home
for Game of All Kinds—Sport and
Comfort and ealth in a Houseboat

s ~—Welves and Deer In the Northwest

I «Hass Fishing In Texas—Need of
More Protection for the Muskallonge.

A oountry where the sea runs up to the
outer edge of the salt marshes and the inner
edge of the marshes runs up to the dry
land, where the borian is close at hand
and the air is heavy but stimulating, where
all sorts of sca birds call and wild fowds
flock in myriads—that i8 southwesteen
Louisiana.

It is so far removed from New Orleans
that every half acre does not show a gun aer,
Men who shot there a docade ago still shoot
there and they do not meot many more
visitors., It isa vast preserve little poiched
wpon by outlanders

Nature made it for the winter home of
game birds. They meet in it every con-
Wdition suited to their well being, Fand is
plentiful, the climate is not too sevare or
%00 mild, there is a huge amount of all kinds
©of covers, there is great space

The wild goose finds prairie for day feed-
ing and land-locked salt bays upon which
to roost at night. Back from the ocean
the woodeock inhabits the wet tangles,
oron the russet side of a piney hill dreams
the sun hours thronugh. Ducks have facund
fresh watar ponds and low cays in blue
waves for noon dozings.

Over the broad lowlands the jacksnipe
gcatters and drives its bill into the mould
until it is almost too fat to fly. Even the
dove, one of the swiftest and most difficult
of American targets, is common in the
abandoned fields of the highlands., There
a man may burn powder until he is sick of
tl 3 scent of it and his shoulder aches from
the pounding of the butt,

Up from the misty seascape run arms
of ocean water, narrowing as they go in-
land, and running down and into them at
various angles are freshwater bayous,
These bayous in turn are fed by clear,gush-
ing creeks from the pinewoods, which come
out of the yellow and red hills boldly, some
of the sweetast water in the world, populous
with jackflsh and bass.

So the sportsman may use the double-
barrel awhile; or he may take the rifle and
go into the old woods after the dear; or he
may use the rad; or he may hire a boat
and go down the bayou to the sea-arm and
down the sea-arm to the sea and fight a
tarpon and lose it; or he may sprawl supine
upon a foot-thick bed of Spanish moss and
do nothing, which Is one of the very finest

forms of sport,

That is an ideal houseboat country, for

the Mosquito Hawk after dark and there
are books on swinging shelves.

A pretty big, nearly square sail is on a
squat mast let into the forward deck of
the boat and with a wet sheet and a flow-
ing bayou or bay she makes four miles
an hour. When the wind is not fair the
cable is run'to bank and the crew goesout
shooting.

The craft ia a houseboat, all right, for the
upper of the house projects above the
deck the height of & man's head and has a
roof on it and windows in it. The roof is
flat and makes a good place to lie on when
the crew would blow a cloud. deck
furniture oousista of a half dozen raw-
hide bottomed chairs, & plain table or two,
fiailed down, poles with which to set up
an awning or fend off bank and a couple
of small boats in which to retrieve gawne
shot over wide water,

The Mosquito Hawk was named in a
moment of inspiration, as she is less like a
mosquito hawk than anything else in the
world. That insect is glender, and she is
tubby; it is graceful and fairylike, and she
is coarse and material; it is brilliantly
hued, and she is a dirty brown all over;
it is alert and strangely swift and with every
condition of wind and tide in her favor an
anchor is the only sea-going thing she can
show her heels to.

Bluff and brown, hearty, hardy, stubborn,
indolent and self-opinionated, as she floats
solidly at reat in the t!suthern wintersun,
she is instant!v 1 >minitul of one of Irving's
Kuickerbocke. fithers, pipe in mouth and
lLands in the side kets of wide-bot-
tomed shorts, placidly superior to the
universe.

The syllables of Mosquito Hawk are mouth
filling in a gale of wind, or to speak sleepily
after dinner, so by common consent lhf-'
name has been shortened to “Skeeter.
That is more appropriate, since the stanch
but nearly atationary vessel sometimes
provokes profanity,

The crew consista of the owner, whose
overseer plants 800 acres in sugar-cane for
him, and he is known as the Farmer, a
fell hunter and a great shot: the Doctor,
who has never had, and does not want,
enough practice to bother him, fat and
rubicund, a man of the table, learned in the
mysteries of sauces, the Engineer, who has
offices in New York city and went South
for a fancied lung-ache, but really because
be likes mallards, and the Emancipated
Journalist, who has grown too old and lazy
for newspaper harness and pridefully says
that he is—or will be some day —an author.

All of these men have a love in cornmon
for the combing reach of sea, the noddin
and rustling of brown marsh-grasses wind-
swept, the intensely blue «ky with (‘h)\.u]-
ships milinf over, the multifarious changing
features of lagoon, bayou and creek, the
smiles and storms of winter, gray days nd
bright days, the ardor of long toil, the %ane
g lorous rest which comes after it, and, more
than all, for the crack of the fowling piece
and the sudden shapeless checking of the
mass of feathers in air—a longiny for out-
of-door life tersely expressed by e Doctor:

“If 1 were a rich man 1 wauldn't wear
boiled shirts for more than oye week in a
vear,”

The master of the craft, Ve ekipper, the
bess, 8 Alphonse, though he is down in
ship's articles as cook w/th a salary of a
dollar a day and all he cay, drink. Alphonse
gets firewood and prepmres the meals and
makes up the beds any swe ps flooring and
deck, which takes ha/f his time., The other
half is spent in arjfaing with, persuading,
chiding or ordering, his employers.

He 13 60, 4 foed, @ inches high, quite 3
feet wide, with tgth as sound as nuts, a bare
poll fringed ‘:‘»Xf wool and = skin
unwrinkled shing, as black as a quail's
eye. Alphenae, in vhe vernacular of Louis-
iana white men, is &4 * French nigger,” which
is to say that thodgh he is of unmixed Afri-
can hlood, as hiz swartness testifies, he and
his forbears h/ve been owned by French
Creoles; he spasaks the 'Cadian patois with
fluency, frec wnc{ and asperity, and El;!-
lish with Ziarked idiom and accent. He
learned hiy, trade—it is really worthy to be
called a ‘profession—in the restaurants of
the oldes: quarter of New Orleans and for his
skill v ich is forgiven him,

Frgga the low-lying landa about the
Skew or as she swings at moorug the
dov'plebarrels bark through the day, The
bl e wisps of smoke float upward from the
“uter end of a long sandy point which

mo big waves strain the boat, and its little
doors and windows may be kept open day
and night and every prospect pleases,,
and only the occasional oyster dredger or
plume hunter is vile, With lots of wwod
for fires, lots of clean water to drink, only
enough of rain to make the duck sy ooting
good, enough of sunshine to mi'ke long
tramps a blessing, far from 8/l human
activities, unworried by busines# or polities,
a man may spend his week¥ or manths
there in a varying round of opep-air pur-
suits,

A hundred miles to the west the Sabine
River empties into Sabine Lake and Sabine
Lake opens into the ocean,, and Dutch
money is making a seapory there. Much
more than a hundred m/es (0 the east
runs a line of coast fruitfy’l of gport, and all
of the expanse belongs to the houseboat
party.

Trespass signs are 7. good deal rarer than
white ibises. Some/imes a man will come
in a dugout, shouting swiftly down the
bayou, the ticklysh craft as eteady as a
rock, or sometjy'nes it will be & man and
woman, or & young fellow with a party of
girls, but thgy all ask after the success of
the sportsvien in the kindliest manner,
and they go through the houseboat with
wide-open eyes of admiration, and if they
drink coffee—as they will—-they are certain
to cloge the vigit with an invitation to come
to their plantation and stay a week, or a
month, or a year; it will not make any
difference,

Game laws have not yet forced the Lou-
isianian to believe that he may not shoot
any form of game on his own land at any
time o‘thn year ; and that busy person, the
game warden, is unknown down there,
Perhaps that status tends to the preserva-
tion of game, because anybody can get
any quantity of it when it is wanted, and
as there is no market there is no temptation
to overslaugliter,

The beauty of the houseboat is that the
men living in it are not cabined and con-
fined. They may move where they list,
Progress i8 stopped only by sandbars or
shallows

Growing tired of one place they have only
to move to another, The rate of travel is
slow, but very sure.  If they are moored
on a salt=water inlet they have only to
wait until the tide rises, then cast loose
and the inflowing current will bear them
as high up the haven as they want to go

If they wish to be nearer to the sea, simie
larly the outgoing tide will carry them,
There is no exertion conmectad with it bes
yond keoping pilpv- alight, except that a
man has to stand at the end of the clumsy
craft which happens to be the bow and
fend it from the soft banks with a pole,
and he can be elected to this duty by the
fortunes of cinch, or euchre, or seven-up,

Or perhaps it will be the intention to go
up the bavou beyond the sweep of mf
water and further, to the place where its
waters are cleared and paled by the ine
rushing of a creek at the base of the pine-
hille, Deer may bo wanted or squirrels,
or wild turkeys, or woodcock, or all of
them. Then other motive power will be
needed,

The Mosquito Hawk, a 18-gun frigate
now in those waters, was bought and fitted
hKo. wike man for that sort of cruising,
8he has a crew of four, not including the
galley-slave, and each of them, counting
revolvers, has four pieces of ordnance.

She is 45 feet over all with a bow at each
end, o that she drifts backward or for-
ward a# fast as she drifts sideways. She
has a frechoard of 8 feot,

a draught of

8 feet, a flat bottom and a ventu‘-‘uuarnl
which does no F. od in a'wind,

She has five hunks amidslLips, a kitcnen

and dining room iu the rar, a gunroom

and sitting-room where the fo'c's'le ought |

to be. Companionways run down to all
rooms. There are lockers and pantries
in plenty; the galley, or kifchen, contains
a good stove and is bright with pots and
pans to make a housewile's eyes glisten,
There is a M‘f refrigerator n the dining
room and rmuch ice, with marsh-hay at
its bottom and sides, in the hold. The beer
is kept down here and also the game.
Bwinging lamps light up the interior of

|

“thrusts itself into the salt waves and geese
or brant whirl over and over in descent,
or the D «ctor and Eagineer, knee-high in
marsh grass with a soggy soil underfoot,
are shooting in competition at jacksnipe,
the loser to go into the hold at eventide
and bring up r and pull corks and pour
and proffer the glass as often as his con-
queror shall demand; or the Farmer, bei
barred from such contests, is in his blin
a mile away, with a closely choked 10-gauge,
ukingu,ll -range single shots at crossing
bluebills, disdaining any bird which comes
within fifty yards, while the Emancipated
Journalist is in the gallery under pretense
of learning Alphonse’'s unassimilable
French, but reallv trying to master one of
his guarded recipss

They are having good times on board the
Skeeter, where the semi-tropic surf rolls
on the packed sands and every breath of
breeze is freighted with health, and the
thought of it makes the city packhoree
whinny angrily and lash out with his heels
against the goads of fate,

A TEXAS BASS STREAM.

Tdeal Fishing tn Winter to fle Had Im a
Faraway Canen.

The east fork of the Nueoces River in
westarn Texas makes its way past Bull-
head Mountain down through the- Nueces
cafion to the main stream and thence to the
Gulf. In its upper part it is a bold and
rocky stream, often fifty yards wide, and
ideal bass water. The Northerner, who
loves the sport and hates the time when
the ice locks up the lakes and rivers of his
home can go down there with the osrtainty
of getting plenty of fish and communiqp
with primeval nature together.

No tourists visit the east fork of the
Nueces, It is fifty miles above the line
of the Southern Pacific Railroad and reach-
ing it is a matter of labor,

To traverse {ta cafion wagons must be
taken from the little town of Uvalde and
while there the anglers will be dwellers in
tents. They will find ample and excellent
camping grounds, however, and air that
is like strong drink.

The best of the fishing is in the cafion,
which lies like an open barrel with its gnds
pointing north and south, and through
it the winter winds whistle in half gales.
Tenta must be strongly guyed and pegged
down to the last notch, and even then the
sleepers will find canvas on top of them
many times.

As for the number of flsh a man may
take that, will depend almost wholly upon
how many he wants. Literally he will be
busy from the time of his first cast in early
morning until ho drage his atiffened body
to camp at night,

The stream alternates in bright shallows,
semi-rapids, from 50 to 500 yards long,
and deep still pools which no man may cast
neross, which contain the flsh, ough
the water is aa clear as crystal in the sun-
shine, these pools are nearly jet black in
hue and the big bass may not be seen nosing
about the bottom.

They are all 'xmn or large-mouthed
bass, but wonderfully game for their kind.
The element in which they live |s of an
icy coldness for the most part, they fight a
swift current through much of their livea
and get thelr muscles trained and they
give plenty of work to wrist and forearm,

Like other Southern bass, which feed
steadily all of the year, they far surpasa
their Northern brethren in sige. A fish
of four fp:.)um.h I8 not worth mentioning;
those of five pounds are common, six-
pounders are plentiful and from this welght

they run on up to seven, eight, nine and
even ten pounds.

The big ones seem to be as frisky and
vicious as the little ones. Beginning with
the cool nighta and mornings of October
they feed voraciously mdn!aop it up all
through the winter months, slackening only
after the wspring freshets. In December
there are parts of the Nueces River wherein

the bass will strike at a red leaf when it hits
the water.

v

With fish | umor it makes
difference w! :rd‘h:-h in l.“od llt:\l:'
phantom minnows, rubber frogs, 3
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o-devils, baits which wiggle, baits which
a.lp. baits which sink te which float,
are all one to them. Anytluuhlch
aimulates a little fish they want ween
their jaws.
many other West Texas rivers, the
Nueces has a habit of disappearing under-
ground. The stream ends, apparently for
good, and miles of dry bed are below the
terminus; then it reappears and flows on-
ward merrily, and for some reason the
fish gather most thickly near the points
of reappearance. Probably that is be-
cause tgay make the underground passage
and hang about the place where they first
see the welcome light again.

ANXIOUS ABOUT THE MUSKIES.

Angiers Think These Fresh Water Game
Fish Need Pretection.

While it would seem to be imporaible
ever to fish out the vast extent of lakes
and rivers in the Northwest, it is a fact
that very serious inroads have been made
upon the muskallonge. This is one of
the gamest and most valuable fishes ia
the world, but no effort has been made
to protect it.

The States protect pike, pickerel, trout
and bass, but the musky is left ¥ take
care of itself. There is no regstriction
upon the size at which it may be taken
and but little restriction on th® time.

The effect of the long war og the muskal-
longe is seen in the rapigly decreasing
weighta of those taken. In Wisconsin,
for instance, muskalormge of 25 to
0 pounds were convnon enough ten
years ago; in fact, much bigger fish
were taken frequently, but they are now
very uncommon. Frobably the average
weight of muskallpnge taken in Wisconsin

last season did got run gbhove 8 pounds;
certainly 10 porunds would be a liberal
estimate.

. Now and then one hears of the capture
of some old warrior which had snuccess-
fully evadad the lures of generations of
trollers, an ancient buceaneer of the wild-

rice steyns and lily-pads, weighing 35,
4. or even 45 pounds, but such
things are rare, ne  weighing 108

mur\(lﬂ was taken last summer from Toma-
wk Lake in the nets of the flsh-hatcher
rople, “strippad” and put back, but it
vid never been hooked and never will
Pe. When a muskallonge gets old enough
to be go big it knows too much to strike
at a spoon, *‘whirl it never so fancily, and
probably is too lazy, anyhow.

It is betieved by Western anglers who
have watched with alarm the deteriora-
tion, numerical and physical, of this fish
that if proper laws were passed it would
regain its former ascendency and efforta
will be made to induce the Legislatures of
the States interested to throw logal safe-
guarda about the musky.

While the trouble lies partly with the
lack of restrictions, it is also due in part
to the numbers of dams which have been
built at the outlets of lakes and acroas
streama which connect the lakes with the
Miseissippi River, Thase dams have been
buiit by the great lumbering coppanios
and have for object the control of the water
#0 that a flood may be assured for the spring
drives of logs

The muskallonge is a powerful and active
fish, but cannot surmount many of these
dams, which are sometimes from eight to
ten feet higher than the water below them.
In consequence, fish which wish to ascend
to the broader waters of the big lakes in
the woads, are kept below and those which
go out of the lakes canrat get back.

The anglers doubtless will be able to
obtain legislation putting some check upon
the taking of all sizes of muskallonge,
but they will not effect the removal, or
lowering, of any dam. The lumber com-

regard hardwood as of more value
than flshes and the legislators lean to their
way of thinking.

THE SILAUVGHTER OF DEER.

Between Thirty and Forty Thousand Kllled
in Three States Last Month,

From the single small station of Fifield,
on the Wisconsin Central Railway, during
the last twenty days of November, 198 deer
were shipped out by the hunters. Fifiald
is only one of twenty deer-shipping points
on that road and the road itself only one of
four or five plercing the deer territory.

From Phillips, wi. ch is a larger town a
few miles below, many more wers gont
out and at Prentice, which is a junction of
two roads, the number sent ran way into
the hundreds.

It is impossible to obtain trustworthy
statistics as to the number of deer slain
in Wisconsin during the season. Those
shipped through the express companies
are the only ones accounted for,

Hundreds were killed and eaten by hunt-
ers in camp, hundreds were killed and di-
vided among farmers and the families of
guides, and hundreds were killed and left
to lie where they were, or were buried.
The law permits the killing of only two
deer by each licensed gunner, and there
were many men who slew double and triple
this number.

While a great majority of the deer slain
were buck, a good many does found their
way to death. Often a man shooting hur-
riedly in the woods cannot tell whether

his target is buck or doe and a good many
men do not care,

It is roughly estimated that in Wisconsin
alone not less than 8,000 deer were ship
and this would mean that at least 15,000
were killed,as in man{ instances the resident
hunters did not ehip at all. While the
slaughter of the animals was not so hea
in Minnesota or Michigan it was great and it
would be within bounds to say that in the
three States between 35,000 and 40,000 deer
were slain in November,

In Wisconsin there is a movement to
change the time for shooting deer, The
0] season now runs from Nov, 10, to
Nov. 30. Hunters would liks to run from
Oct. 20 tq Nov. 10, or thereabouts, Their
reason is that while the woods are thicker
in October and the deer harder to find and
kill, the animals are in better condition and
make much better venison, of all which
is true. By moving the open season back
twenty days fewer deer would be killed and
they would be better deer.

BUCK STOPPED BY A WhOOP.

An Dlustration In the Farest of the
Deer's Caution.

Net long ago, in the north woods of Wis-
consin, D. R. Francis, a tobacco man from
the Dayton part of Ohio, made test of the
deer's proneness to e#op when it hears
any sudden sound which it does not
understand.

One afternoon he was on a runway,
The hour waa late, but the light still held.

Suddenly hesaw, loping between the tree
bolea at half speed, a handsome buck, The
deer waa evidently unaware of his presence,
It was not alarmed by anything and was
making good time, merely because it wanted
to reach some point before dark, not be-
cause it feared that there was wolf or hunter
on its trail,

It was coming quartering toward him
and would, if unchecked, pass within thirty
yards. Francis determined to wait until
it reached that point.

Bwinging along eabily the buck leaped a
log and slowed to a trot, having its head
well up. There was no wind and the beat
of ite small hoofs on the leaves was dis-
tinot,

Just before it reached the desired point
Francis, who waa crouched behind a fallen
treetop, whooped. He did shis not vio-
lently, but in half-voice, sounding a single
note clearly and sharply.

The buck stopped instantly and stood for
half & second as if carved from dun stone,
it antlers, body and limbs clearly outlined.
No man ocould ask for a fairer shot.

Then the inherited caution of the animal
came to ita rescue and inthe next quarter of
& second It did some rapld thinking and de-
ducing. It had heard the sound and

stopped, but it did not know what it
nuf consequent])y did not know wha‘;::

A >y

-
.

it came from friend or fee, as & s:ill further
consequence it would be a wine thing to
protect itself until it could find out.

It nudonmﬂd lide, skip or slide for-
ward far a y -mfud nd a tree with
ita tail toward the hunter. This took only
a flash of time. !

Francis then could see only a half-inch
of one of its hips and its horn tipe. He
waited for the buck to make a move and
the buck waited in meanw hile, exploring
all of the woods in ite front with ita eyes.

Of course, it gould see nothing harmful.
It could not sgunt the hunter and had no
idea that hs was anywhere about. It might
ﬁwlm" {xond off and afforded Fraucis
the chance he wanted, but it did not.

One never knows how these things will
end. The man may have drawn a deeper
breath than usual, or a twig under him
may have cracked slightly, or some wave
of wegrning may have passed from him to
the deor. At any rate, the buck uuddenl{

outward and tore away at tor speed.

it went it got slightly out of line with

the protecting tree and about half of ita

y was exposed. Francis drew as near

to a bead as he could and fired, but the buck

did not stop. Probably the bullet went a
foot wide of the mark.

The incident showed not on(l‘v that the
deer will stop use of a sudden noise,
but also that ite caution is sometimes
excessive, These animals differ greatly
in this respect, some of them nnmrentl{
courting death in the foolishness with whic
they will stand and face a man who is
ehooting at them in plain view, while others
appear to be all eyes, ears, legs and timidity.

WOLVES IN THE NORTHWEST.

They Threaten the Deer This Winter and
Also Homan Beings.

In the upper wooded parts of Michigan,
Wisconsin and Minnesota timber wolves
are showing an activity thus early in the
season which presages a bard winter for
deer.

Such snow as is now on the ground is to
the advantage of the deer, because it is
not packed 8o closely and ia not so deep as
to interfere with their obtaining food, and
in this way their strength and speed are
kept at nearly the standard of a month ago,
but later on they will begin to lose vitality
through lack of food. In this condition they
will be much more easily run down and
overpowered,

When the enow is from a foot to eighteen
inches deep and soft, wolves are badly
hampwred. At each leap they sink more
than belly deep, a short chase exhausts
them and the deer runs out of sight and
scent easily enough.

later the snow freezes over, getting a
erust of from a quarter to a half inch thick.
It is then two feet deep in undrifted places
and is a great hindrance to the deeg. The
crust bears ur the wolves, but the deer
brea ks through at each step, sirking nearly
to the shoulders,

So it flounders on, Nvinﬁ a plain trail
marked with blood, for the broken crust
cuts its legs cruelly and the smell of the
blood serves to make the wolves more sav-
age, more relentless and swifter, It is
easier to find in the woods one of these
graphic records of a tragedy.

The mating searon of the wolves is just
beginning and at this time the males are
enjwoially savage and active. Bome of the
older ones then alvx\mr to kill largely for
the pleasure of killing, as deer are often
found with their throats gnawed, but little
of the bodies eaten.

There have boen as yvet no reports of losa
of human life from wolves in the north-
wastern woods, or even of human beings
attacked by them, but such reports are
inevitable, These things happen with each
recurring winter, and there were many
such instances last winter.

Wolves then were so bad that there was
talk of organizing great hunts from Ashland,
Wis,, and other towns in the wolf terri-
tory, but nothing was done. '

One of the most sensational incidents
was reported from LaCrosse, A farfmer
living twelve miles from that town, which
holds 25,000 per:ons, hearing a noise in his
hogpen at night, went out to see about it.

A half dozen timber wolves attacked him !

and pulled him down.

Though he managed to make his way
back to the house, he was bitten in twenty
)laces and only the fact that he was wrapp: d
rom head to foot in a heavy buffalo-skin
overcoat saved his life, LaCrosse is away
below the north woods and these wolvea
were 100 milea out of their proper range.

It is probable that the s:'ople in the
ocounties just below Lake Buperior will
take some concerted action against the
destroyers during the cold months. From
Jan. 1 until the middle of March wolves
are at their worst and are a constant and
serious menaoe to the isolated farmers and
small communities in the northern forest,

KILLED THE WHOLE (OVEY,

Feat of a Virginia Gunner Who Had Only
Two Cartridges Left.

BurkeriLlr, Va,, Dec. 27.—-To kill mix
quail, the total number in the covev, at one
rise, with a thirty-inch double-barrelled
shotgun, is a performance, that for this
part of the country is likely to stand as
a record for some time to come. It was
done in the presence of two witnesses the
othor day by R. M. Taylor of Amelia county.

With two friends and three pointers, one
of them an inexperienced puppy, Taylor
had been hunting {‘unil since daybreak
and it was not until after sundown and
with only two shells left in the outfit that
the remarkable shot was made, The men
were returning to the village with their
game bags comfortably well-filled when one
of the older doga st & flock of birda that
had coveyed for the night in a small slump
of dense pine scrubs standing on a alight
eminence in the middle of a big field of
broom graas.

As Tavior had the two remaining shells
the chance fall to him and he had approached
to within thirty ‘I&r&a of the outer edge of
the pines when the puppy broke his stand,
and,running over hn fiold partner's pint,
flushed the birds. The covey ocame up
out of tha little clump in a compact ball
like a toy balloon. .

Thera waa no opportunity to nick a hird
?nd Taayl'-r fired his right barrel point blank

nto the
and this one was g at a distance of
fifty yards with the left barrel. The entire
family was annihilated in less than two
seconds,

The shells were loaded with three drams
of dense powder and an ounce and a quarter
of No. 8 shot. The right barrel of the
‘l‘\mk'u a plain cylinder and the left full
choke,

Diamends That Explode.

London Ansvers
Tt has long been known that diamonds,
eapeciully the class known as "rose diamonds, *
ara likely to explode Ir.uubjnctad only to
what would seem a very ordinary degree of
heat. It is now believed that the explosions
are the result of the rapid expansion of certain
volatile liquids inclosed in cavities near the
centre of these preécious stones. A grea
many dia monds, even though cut mnuntni
and ‘worn as gems of parfection, dve still in
n mnﬂnlnhedh condition; that |s, the liqui
rop from which the stone is being form
has not as yet deposited all of ita “pure crys-
tils of carbon These movable drops may
ocm,nmnnll( be seen with the naked eye,
When this is the case a strong microscope
will give the drap the pmrfmv of a buhbla
In mls fluid in o artézr'- ovel, l‘t is also
high roba bl des the liguid men-
tioned these ca yities my contaln gases under
m—«nt tension, (l‘n ng the case, one may
readily mmrn how a very small amount
of heat would cause the liquid and the gas 13
1]

expand to such a degree that the dlamor
warld wies wae t"."g an nenlnel g
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Vol. IV..:Now Ready.
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Complete Story of the Progreas of W,
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$3.00 in Muslin. In Sheep, 83.50.
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OUR CHESS CORNER.

PROBLEM NO. 1108—BY THE LATE B. B. MWWAKN,
LONDON, BNOLAND.
BLACK—SNVEN

PIECEBS.
KonK4¢ KtonKH: PsonQR7, QKI5 K 7,
K Kt 2 and K Kt b,

» WHITE—SIX PIBCES.

White to play and mate in three moves.
PROBLEM NO. 11 BY K. J. MAXIMOW, ST. PETRRS-
BURG, RUSSLA.

BLACE-—NINE PIRCRS.
KonQ5 KisonQBand KRG Bon K Kb Ps.

onQH7, Q8 Q1K ?\l'wd R2.

KonKBé Qunglﬂ'l: Kuson QROand K K\ 8;
BsonQEtS5andQB: FonQR2.

WHITP—HRY KN PIBCRS.
White to play and .ate in two moves.
ENDGAME BTUDLY-—RY NENRY RINCK, BARCELONA,
BPAIN.
. BLACK —PIVE PIRCES.
KonQR.:Bon KH7 PeonQ4, Q€and KBS

1 Eii

Yisinnsse

747 7 7
: % v %
¥/ A t,,')la é""» |
g S = —aseas N
KonQBS RonKRé KienK2 PonQRS

WHITE—FOUR PIRCRS.
White to play and draw,
‘The following two positions were forwarded to
THE SUN some tline ago:
PROBLEM—BY P, KORHNLRIN, MUNICH, ORRMANY.
BLACK~RIONT PIRCRS,

KonQRY: Bon KR2: Pson Q B4, §, K2,
KBiand KKt 5 e bbb bl

KonQs Qonk 115

15 R oun K R: Kte on
andQS8 BonQKt PsonQ2, Q3 snd K&
W HRITK~—~NINE PINCES,

White to play and mate In three moves.
FROBLEM--BY DR, HANS HOCHR, PREIENWALDE,
PRUBSIA, ORRMANY,

PLACK—~FOUR PIBCES.

KonQR4: BonQR7: Paon QKt3andQ Kv 4.

n B

Kon KBS, Qon KRS Kion QR4 B
on QR ¢4

onK§ P

WHITE—FIVE PIBCEA.
White to play and mate 1o threc moves,
SOLUTION TO PROBLEM Nu. (168,
1. R-R6, B-K 42 R-KO, K xR 3 KixQP,

" R—R 6, B—K ¢ 2 R-K6, K~Ki8;8 Ktz QP,
" R-R 6, B-K 2. R-K6, K3 P 8. Kixp,
"4R-R6, B-K ;2. R—K 0, B moves: 8. Ki~QR
® PHCRe, B-RS:2 Kix KP cb, K~K 48, ReK 4,

mate.
1. R~R6,B~R5;2. KixKPoch, K~K\;3, R-Ko¢,
ma

te.
1. R—=R 8, B—Kt4: 3. Kt 3 KP 1h. &o.
LR-R6BxB: 2 RaB,KxF; ) Ki—KS, mage.
:. ﬁ.— [ lsewhere; 2. Ki-Q 2, ch, &o.

I

1

i'u QP, ch, &c.

P
B:2. R—B1, mate.
- B2, R 4, maie.

g bR ol A G
. H-H 6 KKt 8§ 2. Ki—Kt, mate.
" .n;u 6, KB 6 E8, K 3, or any otber; 3. Ke—K1 8,

SOLUTION®TO RINCR'S BND OAMD STYUDY.

1. R-R8aoh, K i 3. R=R, H —
¢ 1',_»{"13"5":"1(”%' 2R :.r" gyl o

. - ch, any; 3. R—-R, ' 8

white wins. ¥ SPs KaPene

SOLUTION TO DR. BINDER'S POMITION.

o ot
=
|
-
=== 5
vl

m:.ul’—o 4, K—Kut4;2. R~Rbch, KxR; 3. Q—-R¢,
I 4 K- i 3. - s
s b P04 K=Kl & 2. R~R 6 eb, K~V & 3.

L P=Q 4, Ki—Q ¢: 2. Q—K ¢, any; 8, Q-K »,
1. P—Q 4, R any; 2. Q—K 4, ch, &o.
= AT

. P=Qu, y other; 3. b~ i K=Kt 4;

8 O=Bd Brats. ¥ er;d. F-ybeh; K Kid;

ml'iel'_q 4 KRS any;2. Qx RP, any; 8. Q—-Q1,

i & ’.ol.v'non TO HOCHR'S PORITION.
+B-B2, K-B4:3 P—-Blany;s BxP, .
m.li“l—li 3, K-R & 3. B—Q, P ke o';';.m .= P,
mnieu—n 2, R=R §; 3. B—Q ch, K~B ¢; 5. R—B s,
1. B=R 2, KD 6;3. B~Q ch &o.
Correct solutions rece problem
| from Dr., A, H. aaldﬂll'.'?!o‘l?wm. Conn; O. C,
Pitkin, Syracuse, ;. Y3 Frederick ' Driscoll, New
» T,

York. J. W, MoV} New ; Sam .
| stone, Matieawan, N. V.o LOTE - Sy

Correct solutions recelved to m-:. "3& lvt

I ¢ :

roin Samuel G. Liviogstout,

Frederick. Driscoll, New York: O e Pitkin, Syra-
| cuse, N Y.; J. W, Horner, New York: J. B., Brook-
| yn; Dr. A, H, Baidwin, Norwalk, Conn.

Correct solutions recetved to Rinok's u&g-o
| utud{- from Dr. A, H. Baldwin, Norwalk, LU

l".l;r“ erick Driscoll, New York; Very , New

Correct solutions recel to Binder' ﬂrl
from Capt. A, von Dmd".‘!hw Ymt:'-'. . r
y o . Y

yl%er,"?"e".ﬁorr: ()\. (;' ﬂnldm\n‘
B, 00 yn; Dr, ALH, 'win, Norw .Onn.
Correct solutions recelved o Dr, llocgo‘l poel -

THE EVENING SUN

unlisted securities.

newspaper.

Exchange.

and Berlin.

prices, with dates thereof.

stocks.

and similare subjects.

Orient.

have.

YV

of Saturday, January 3, 1903,

will contain & complets and accurate review of the
financla! conditions of 1902 and carcfully prepared sta-
tistics showing the prospects for 1903,

This information will cover the leading industries
and securities of the country, including tables of the
transactions for the year §902 in stocks and bonds, as
well as the fluctuations in the prices of the important

The articles will be written by experts, and will
cover the field with the thoroughness typical of this

THE EVENING SUN prints accurately daily
the complete transactions of the New York Stock

s A A 0

THE SUN

of Monday, January 5, 1903,

will print a complete and accurate review of the finan-
cial conditions of 1902 in more extended form than
THE EVENING SUN of January 3.

IT WILL INCLUDE:

f. Views on the general financial stuation, of the
nature of review and prospect, from a large aumber of
leading authorities all over the country.

2. Letters on the same subject from London, Pasls

3. A stock table, showing the number of shares -
of each stock dealt in, the highest, lowast and closing

4. A bond table, as above.
§ Tables of Boston, Philadelphia and Chicago

6. Tables of miscellaneous statistical information
on financial, banking and mercantile subjects -

7. Statements from the presidents of all the
prominent raflroads of the country.

8. The state of general business in Canada.

9. A numberof acticles covering the iron and steel
trade, the copper mining industry and the general agri-
cultural situation from different points of view; also
articles on m'scellancous metals, coffee, cotton, sugas

0. Special articles by Government experts on ag-
ticultural prospects here and abroad, foreign trade, gold
production and world’s supply of gold, cte
An article on rallway construction aad im-
provements during the year.

$2. A letter from San Francisco, telling of Pacific
Coast conditions and the outlook for trade with the

g S £ o

ADVERTISING RATES

in THE EVENING SUN of January 3,
SUN of Jaanuary 5 1903, will remain as usual,
the very large extra circulation which these tssues

d

i

A

3-.5. . " Nonﬁk Con n.;:J. B.
s s o Y. V.. Frederio
ow York; 1 Q. Lav ne, Matteg-
"x R £ h.! ~ Mder, New York; Capt. A,

ddn membn received from J. B,
Broo! 10 1164, 1168 and Pradignat's ithon,
m-"n'un ¥ Bwing, Danbury, Conn..” 10 1168

OCORRBSPONDENCE.
W, . New York—The technical term
o ution 10 & proplem s "cook.”

Albert J. g, bury, Conn.—A pawn reach.
the elghth aq oad be tate
L3 qum. Took, knight or blshop, whether
the mm alre; t & queen, two rooks,
two knighw, or two b ‘numcmwut.
It possible t & player may play

with $ or even nine quesns on the board.

TED MANEATPAN TOURANAMENY.
canmoiahs Ut SR Lot Saatel e
ihe Maaheivan Obess Club: ¥

VIROT 2ABLS—SIETE BOUND—RUY LOPAR.
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A Liberal Edueation and a Benediotion

are the Church's best gift to its eons. Every
father who teaches his children to resd Tua
SUN gives them aa education and & blessing,
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